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Treatment Courts

 The first drug court was founded in 1989 in Miami-Dade County, 
Florida by Judge Stanley Goldstein.

 Proven cost-effective method of diverting offenders from 
incarceration in prisons.

 Lower the recidivism rate of offenders when compared with either 
incarceration or probation. 

 Allow offenders to remain in the community, to work, pay taxes, 
support families.

 Reduce the number of babies born prenatally exposed to 
drugs/alcohol, saving the state millions of dollars in lifetime costs.

 Progression from 10 Key Components to Best Practices and 
Standards



Treatment Courts in Missouri

 First Treatment Court Jackson County in 1993

 Target Population:  High Risk/High Need

 Chapter 478 RSMo

 Treatment Court Coordinating Commission/Treatment Court 

Resources Fund

 Missouri Treatment Court Standards

 Research and Best practice documents



Currently:

 4,341 current active participants 

statewide in a treatment court 

program.

 Since their inception Missouri 

treatment courts over 25,000 

graduates statewide. 

 A total of 1,147 babies have been 

born to female treatment court 

program participants. 1,042 were born 

drug free.



Treatment Courts in Missouri

 Drug Court 

 DWI Court

 Veterans Treatment Court

 Co-occurring Court

 Mental Health Court

 Family Court

 Post plea and Pre plea



Treatment Court Team

 Judge or Commissioner

 Treatment Court Administrator

 Prosecuting Attorney

 Defense Attorney

 Probation Officer

 Law Enforcement Officer/Tracker

 Probation and Parole Officer

 Counselors

 Case Manager/Peer Support

 Evaluator



Treatment Court Eligibility



Treatment Court Referral Process

 Complete the referral application

 Treatment court team will staff the referral

If eligible, proceed with screening

 Screen defendant for treatment court and notify the parties of the 

outcome



Treatment Court Target Population



Treatment Court Program Structure

 Five Phase Structure, 12 months minimum in length

 Phase 1 short to provide stabilization

 Proximal vs distal goals



Five Phase Structure



Risk and Needs Triage (RANT)





Treatment Court Program Benefits

 Sobriety and Recovery

 Substance Use Disorder Treatment

 Mental Health Disorder Treatment 

 Array of counseling services including family, trauma counseling, etc.

 Referrals for community resources and agencies for participants and their 
families

 Life Skills

 Education and Job Training

 Remain in the community while participating in the program

 Alternative to prison or jail

 Good criminal case outcome

 Reduction in future criminal activity

 Limited Driving Privilege



Treatment Court Responses to 

Participant’s Behavior 
 Incentives

 Earn gift cards or rewards the participant chooses

 Credit for community service hours

 Out of town travel approval

 Sanctions

 Additional community service 

 Additional drug tests

 Electronic Monitoring

 Therapeutic Responses

 Increased treatment services

 Additional treatment services

 Recovery services 



Treatment Court Goals

 Community Safety

 Highly functioning programs following best practices and 

procedures

 Community Partner 

 Program Capacity

 Use of peers, alumni group, recovery community

 Unification of families



Treatment Court Resources:

National Association of Drug Court Professionals:

Treatment courts are justice reform - NADCP

Missouri Association of Treatment Court Professionals:

https://www.motreatmentcourts.org/

Missouri Courts Homepage:

Missouri Courts Home (mo.gov)

Center for Court Innovation:

Treatment Courts Online

https://www.nadcp.org/
http://www.motreatmentcourts.org/
https://www.courts.mo.gov/
https://treatmentcourts.org/


Contact Information:

Casey Clevenger

13th Judicial Circuit Treatment Court Commissioner

Casey.Clevenger@courts.mo.gov

Amy Ashelford

Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for Platte County

aashelford@co.platte.mo.us

816-858-3476

Katie Doman

19th Judicial Circuit Treatment Court Administrator

Katie.Doman@courts.mo.gov

573-761-4310

mailto:Casey.Clevenger@courts.mo.gov
mailto:aashelford@co.platte.mo.us
mailto:Katie.Doman@courts.mo.gov


Resource Docket
COTTON WALKER, CIRCUIT JUDGE WITH THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT



Contact Information:

Cotton Walker

Circuit Judge, 19th Judicial Circuit 

Cotton.Walker@courts.mo.gov

573-634-9178

Katie Doman

19th Judicial Circuit Treatment Court Administrator

Katie.Doman@courts.mo.gov

573-761-4310

mailto:Katie.Doman@courts.mo.gov
mailto:Katie.Doman@courts.mo.gov

